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HERITAGE OF NATURAL RESERVE

o The Dérochoir is the result of successive landslides. The first documented one dates back to 1471.
The second and final one, for the time being, was in 1751. At the foot of the wall, a huge landslide
cone forms an unstable slope.

e The Small Apollo is a butterfly. It's found in the mountains, in open environments - its caterpillars
prefer stonecrops or houseleeks, while in the adult stage it feasts on the nectar of thistles and other
knapweeds. It's very beautiful, but don't do any more than look at it, because it's an endangered
species which is protected at the France and international levels.

POINTE DE PLATE
e The Chamois can be recognised by its two hook-shaped horns, which both the males and the females

) ) o have. It's difficult to distinguish between the two sexes: there is only a slight sexual dimorphism.
The nature reserve of Passy, located in the commune of Passy, is However, the males, or billy goats, are stockier. The females live in groups, called "herds", with the
managed by Asters, the Haute-Savoie Conservatory of Natural Areas. POINTE D'ANTERNE young of the year.
/ > a} POINTE DE SALES Q The Alpine Ibex, which is now protected, almost disappeared from the Alps at the end of the 19th
THE PURPOSE OF A NATURE RESERVE 'm.! - . century, mainly due to hunting and poaching. Successive reintroductions throughout the Alps have
J S . ] A increased their population numbers. In the nature reserve, the ibex are monitored to ensure their
m ) - . A \ state of health and to gain a better understanding of how their populations work.
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oA NS\ e Houseleeks are small plants which grow in clumps and have pink, red or yellow flowers in summer.
NN \ They are very drought- and cold-resistant succulents which can cling to surfaces as hostile as bare
\ rock. The Romans believed they had the ability to ward off lightning, hence the name Jovis barba,
"Jupiter's beard", while the ancient Scandinavians used them to ward evil spirits away from the

Science is a fundamental tool for better understanding the world
around us and its fragility.
The nature reserve is an open-air laboratory!
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N Specific regulations apply to each nature reserve. The manager
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ensures the protection of this area through environmental policing. P .
P g P & P N\ N it owes its comeback to the work of persevering ornithologists. If you're lucky enough to see one
. ) \ 1 \ . during your walk, you should know that this is thanks to the largest reintroduction programme in
m FRETES DE MOEDE ET DE VILLY \ Europe! And don't worry, it's a scavenger which mainly feeds on bones.
A project for the conservation and management of species and ¢ \
natural environments exists in this area, in search of a delicate —/‘__\_\ - o 6 The Common Raverl is the largest of the corvids! Alterr}aFely feared and revered, it'.s. the subject of
Balancabereennmansntatare ’ ‘ - ‘ ‘ \ myths and legends.ln many' cultures. Long persecuted, it is r:low protected'. It's the 5|zo.? ofz.z buzza'lrd
T\ and can be recognised by its hoarse call. The couples, which mate for life, engage in high-flying
m A = | /""'—\__\_/" ~ § \ nuptial rituals !
Loving, discovering, learning, respecting... this space is open to the ‘ 2 : \ @ Les Chalets d'Ayéres: Originally, the term "Ahier" referred to the Sycamore. The terms "pierriéres"

and "roc" come from the numerous boulders which are a relic of the Dérochoir landslides, including
the one in 1751 which killed 6 people and some domestic animals. All these chalets, which form a
small hamlet, were alpine chalets for agricultural purposes. They were used in the summer to shelter
shepherds and their families. They were also used as a milking parlour and for cheesemaking. Now
they're second homes.

public and takes visitors far beyond wonder..

o The Pormenaz wetland is made up of small, shallow bodies of water known as "laouchets". A rare
and protected species, the sparganium or bur-reed, thrives here, as does an important biodiversity.
In the long term, these wastes will fill in and become natural peat bogs.

KEY FIGURES

ACTIVITIES IN THE NATURAL RESERVE

More than o The breeding of milk-producing cows has been practised for a very long time and was once a tradition. Today, G The beauty of the sites attracts many mountain sports enthusiasts (mountain biking, hiking, climbing,
Vertebrate species 760 species of in the Passy nature reserve, there are mainly large flocks of sheep, often guarded by a shepherd and dogs paragliding, etc.). They have to comply with the regulations. Hikers are asked to stay on the paths. Climbers
pla nts who defend the animals against attacks by large predators. When approaching the herd, be aware of the and skiers should limit disturbances to wildlife, especially in the winter. It is therefore advisable to find out
behaviour of these dogs, keep your distance from the herd, remain calm and keep walking without running. all you can about any activity in the nature reserve. FIND OUT MORE  croreeereeeresesesssesssm sttt e

) ) More than 100 Don't hesitate to talk to them gently so that they get used to and accept your presence
41 Breedlng bird 26 nature events each @ The nature reserve manager's team regularly scours the field. Their tasks include scientific monitoring, www.cen-haute-savoie.org
species of which are year with nearly @ The Moéde-Anterne refuge welcomes many hikers, especially those who are walking along the Tour des Fiz restoration of natural environments, observation and awareness-raising. rando.nature-haute-savoie.fr Located in Plaine-Joux, on the heights of Passy, this
prOteCted 7000 and the Tour des Aiguilles Rouges. This refuge is also located on the route of the GR5 and the Grande Traver- www.facebook.com/reservenaturellepassy museum space welcomes visitors, schoolchildren
participants sée des Alpes. www.instagram.com/reservenaturellepassy and groups (by reservation) who want to learn more

The Passy nature reserve house :

www.passy-mont-blanc.com about the nature reserve: fauna, flora, landscapes,
etc. Free admission.
Information: reserve.passy@cen-haute-savoie.org

T. (+33) 450 90 23 07
More than 34 km marked pathway (+33)
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